
This past year our hearts swelled at the massive global effort to evacuate and find safe homes for
refugees, including Ukrainians, Afghans, Venezuelans, and Haitians fleeing for their lives. Our hearts
broke hearing these people's stories, forced to leave their homes due to the threat of danger, and turned
away at border crossings worldwide.

This year, Refugee Shabbat 2023, powered by HIAS, will take place on February 3-4 and will provide each
of us with a significant opportunity to reaffirm our support for refugees, asylum seekers, and all
immigrants looking for safety and a warm welcome in their new homes.

At this critical time, [name of your congregation], a proud participant in Refugee Shabbat 2023, seeks to
reaffirm its support for refugees and asylum seekers. Teaming up with HIAS, Westchester Jewish
Coalition for Immigration (WJCI), and dozens of congregations across Westchester County, we have an
opportunity to raise awareness in our community, recognize the work that has been and continues to be
done, and reaffirm our commitment to this holy work.

Please join us on [insert day, date, and time] for a remarkable Refugee Shabbat full of celebration,
commitment, and learning.

[provide details of your program, speakers/affiliations, short bios for the speakers, and if desired give a
link to any information/messages/programs that HIAS has for Refugee Shabbat]

Here are three immediate ways for your community to step into helping refugees NOW:

1. Join or form a Welcome Circle to save Ukrainian or Venezuelan refugees
2. Help asylum seekers coming into NYC by greeting buses and more
3. Advocate for the rights of refugees, asylum seekers, and immigrants by providing scripts and

having postcard-writing parties. We can provide the tools!

To get involved and learn more about these and other ways to help local, national, and global immigrant
communities here, don't hesitate to get in touch with Marilyn at marilyn@wjci.org.

https://www.wjci.org/_files/ugd/9a43ff_44cefa8fa3894b0ea39fa1eca1a0461d.pdf
mailto:marilyn@wjci.org

